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SUBJECT: APRIL 7 ROUNDUP: PRESS ITEMS OF ARMS CONTROL 
INTEREST 

LONDON FOR AMB/EX, SOFIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

1 . NEWS MEDIA CONTINUED TO GIVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO 
WHAT BALTIMORE SUN DESCRIBED AS "MR. CARTER S NEUTRON BOMB 
CAPER." UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL REPORTED MID-DAY FRIDAY 
THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD DECIDED TO DEFER PRODUCTION OF 
NEUTRON WARHEAD AND HAD DIRECTED PENTAGON TO PROCEED WITH 
DELIVERY SYSTEMS CAPABLE OF USING SUCH WEAPONS IN FUTURE. 
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UPI NOTED THAT PRESIDENT S DECISION CAME AFTER WEEK OF 
SPECULATION THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO KILL CONTROVERSIAL PRO- 
GRAM ENTIRELY. IN HIS STATEMENT, PRESIDENT SAID HIS 
"ULTIMATE DECISION" ON PRODUCING NEUTRON WEAPON WILL BE 
MADE LATER "AND WILL BE INFLUENCED BY DEGREE TO WHICH 
SOVIET UNION SHOWS RESTRAINT IN ITS CONVENTIONAL AND 
NUCLEAR ARMS PROGRAMS AND FORCE DEPLOYMENTS." 
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2. JOHN DILLIN AND DANIEL SOUTHERLAND OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
MONITOR SAID PRESIDENT'S "ZIGZAG COURSE ON NEUTRON BOMB HAS 
SPREAD CONFUSION AMONG HIS SUPPORTERS AND INCREASED DANGERS 
THAT SENATE CONCERNED OVER HIS DEFENSE POLICIES MIGHT 
REJECT ANY NEW ARMS TREATY WITH SOVIET UNION." 

3. RICHARD BURT OF NEW YORK TIMES. BEFORE WHITE HOUSE 
ANNOUNCEMENT, REPORTED THAT "OFFICIALS SAID THAT MAJOR 
FACTOR IN MR. CARTER'S THINKING WAS PRESSURE THAT HAS 
BEEN BROUGHT TO BEAR ON WHITE HOUSE BY EUROPEAN ALLIES 
AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. CRITICAL OF REPORTED DECISION 
TO END NEUTRON BOMB PROGRAM. 'ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE 
ACCEPTABLE TO ENTIRE WESTERN ALLIANCE BECAUSE IT WILL 
LEAVE NUMBER OF OPTIONS OPEN,' SAID HIGH-RANKING ADMINIS- 
TRATION OFFICIAL," BURT REPORTED. 

4. WALTER PINCUS OF WASHINGTON POST SAID "CARTER DECISION 
LEAVES IN DOUBT WHETHER NEUTRON WEAPONS WILL EVER BE 
BUILT BUT AVOIDS CANCELLATION OF PROGRAM." HE QUOTED 
SOURCES AS SAYING THERE WILL BE NO SPECIFIC PROPOSAL ON 
ARMS TRADEOFFS MADE TO SOVIET UNION AND NO TIME LIMIT FOR 
NEUTRON DEFERRAL. PINCUS SAID THESE SOURCES ADDED, HOW- 
EVER, THAT CONTINUED UPGRADING OF SOVIET OR WARSAW PACT 
FORCES ON NATO FRONT OR REFUSAL BY RUSSIANS TO ENTER INTO 
ANY PROPOSED FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS COULD TRIGGER ORDER TO 
BUILD NEUTRON SHELLS. ONE ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID 
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"OPTION TO GO AHEAD IS REAL OPTION." ONE CARTER AIDE 
OPTIMISTICALLY PUT IT, "MONKEY IS NOW ON SOVIET'S BACK." 

5. HENRY TREWHITT OF BALTIMORE SUN REPORTED THAT AMERI- 
CAN OFFICIALS SAY "THEY WILL BE WATCHING REACTION OF 
ALLIES AND ATTEMPTING TO REASSURE THEM ABOUT THE 
CONSTANCY OF U.S. LEADERSHIP. 'IT'S ALL VERY WELL TO SAY 
ALLIES SHOULD HAVE LOBBIED FOR WARHEAD IF THEY WANTED 
IT,' ONE REMARKED, BUT IF WE ARE LEADING, WE HAVE TO 
LEAD DESPITE THEIR WAFFLING.' ’WE'LL SURVIVE ALL THIS,' 

AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID. I HOPE NO ONE 
MISJUDGES AND UNDERESTIMATES PRESIDENT. IT COULD GET 
VERY COLD OUT THERE IF THAT HAPPENS.'" 

6. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR EDITORIALLY SAID "CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION WINS NO BOUQUETS FOR MUDDLED WAY THIS 
WHOLE ISSUE HAS BEEN HANDLED. IT IS DISSERVICE TO CAUSE 
OF ATLANTIC UNITY THAT U.S. SHOULD NOW BE SEEN QUARREL- 
ING OR, AT LEAST, ACTING INDEPENDENTLY OF ITS WEST 
GERMAN AND OTHER NATO ALLIES. MR. CARTER APPEARS TO WANT 
EUROPEANS TO SHOULDER DECISION ABOUT NEUTRON BOMB IN 
ORDER TO PRESERVE HIS OWN IMAGE AS NUCLEAR DISARMER; IF 
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SO, THAT IS LESS-THAN-HONEST POSITION." 

7. BERNARD WEINRAUB OF NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED THAT 
DEFENSE SECRETARY BROWN, IN TEN-PAGE SECRET MEMO TO 
PRESIDENT, EXPRESSED HIS WORRY ABOUT SOVIET BACKFIRE 
BOMBER. "OUR POLICY IN RECENT YEARS HAS BEEN NOT TO 
INVEST HEAVILY IN CONTINENTAL AIR DEFENSE ON GROUNDS THAT 

IT MAKES LITTLE SENSE IN AN ERA WHEN WE ARE DEFENSELESS 
AGAINST ICBM'S AND SLBM’S," BROWN SAID IN MEMO THAT WAS 
OBTAINED BY NEW YORK TIMES. "HOWEVER, WE HAVE MAINTAINED 
MODEST FORCE DEDICATED TO AIR DEFENSE. THAT POLICY HAS 
BEEN LIKENED TO 'COAST GUARD OF AIR -INTENTION BEING TO 
PREVENT OVERFLIGHT PROVOCATIONS AND FREE RIDES' WITHOUT 
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REALLY ASPIRING TO SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE U.S. CASUALTIES 
IN AN ALL-OUT ATTACK. ADVENT OF SOVIET BACKFIRE HAS 
CHANGED CHARACTER OF POSSIBLE THREAT." AS FIRST STEP IN 
COUNTERING THAT THREAT, WEINRAUB SAID BROWN WAS DIRECTING 
THAT 72 F-15 FIGHTERS FROM TACTICAL AIR COMMAND "BE MADE 
AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS." BROWN ALSO URGED PRESIDENT TO 
SUPPORT AN INCREASE IN U.S. "SMALL AND STATIC CIVIL 
DEFENSE PROGRAM." HE URGED ANNUAL INCREASE OF 50 MILLION 
DOLLARS YEARLY, AT LEAST UNTIL 1984, FOR CIVIL DEFENSE 
BUDGET, WHICH NOW RUNS AT ABOUT 100 MILLION ANNUALLY, 
WEINRAUB REPORTED. "AS YOU KNOW," BROWN SAID, "SOVIETS 
HAVE SHOWN GREAT INTEREST AND CONSIDERABLE ACTIVITY IN 
THIS FIELD. WHILE I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT EFFORT SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY ENHANCES PROSPECTS FOR SOVIET SOCIETY AS WHOLE 
FOLLOWING ANY FULL-SCALE NUCLEAR EXCHANGE, IT HAS 
OBVIOUSLY HAD AN EFFECT ON INTERNATIONAL PERCEPTIONS, 
PARTICULARLY IN CONTRAST TO OUR SMALL AND STATIC CIVIL 
DEFENSE PROGRAM. FOR THAT REASON ALONE, I BELIEVE AT 
LEAST MODEST EFFORTS ON OUR PART COULD HAVE A HIGH 
PAYOFF." VANCE 
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QUOTE: UNCLAS STATE 090175 

USSALTTWO/CTB 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PARM, SOPN 

SUBJECT: APRIL 7 ROUNDUP: PRESS ITEMS OF ARMS CONTROL 
INTEREST 

LONDON FOR AMB/EX, SOFIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

1 . NEWS MEDIA CONTINUED TO GIVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO 
WHAT BALTIMORE SUN DESCRIBED AS "MR. CARTER S NEUTRON BOMB 
CAPER."' UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL REPORTED MID-DAY FRIDAY 
THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD DECIDED TO DEFER PRODUCTION OF 
NEUTRON WARHEAD AND HAD DIRECTED PENTAGON TO PROCEED WITH 
DELIVERY SYSTEMS CAPABLE OF USING SUCH WEAPONS IN FUTURE. 

UPI NOTED THAT PRESIDENT'S DECISION CAME AFTER WEEK OF 
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SPECULATION THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO KILL CONTROVERSIAL PRO- 
GRAM ENTIRELY. IN HIS STATEMENT, PRESIDENT SAID HIS 
"ULTIMATE DECISION" ON PRODUCING NEUTRON WEAPON WILL BE 
MADE LATER "AND WILL BE INFLUENCED BY DEGREE TO WHICH 
SOVIET UNION SHOWS RESTRAINT IN ITS CONVENTIONAL AND 
NUCLEAR ARMS PROGRAMS AND FORCE DEPLOYMENTS." 

2. JOHN DILLIN AND DANIEL SOUTHERLAND OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
MONITOR SAID PRESIDENT'S "ZIGZAG COURSE ON NEUTRON BOMB HAS 
SPREAD CONFUSION AMONG HIS SUPPORTERS AND INCREASED DANGERS 
THAT SENATE CONCERNED OVER HIS DEFENSE POLICIES MIGHT 
REJECT ANY NEW ARMS TREATY WITH SOVIET UNION." 

3. RICHARD BURT OF NEW YORK TIMES, BEFORE WHITE HOUSE 
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ANNOUNCEMENT, REPORTED THAT "OFFICIALS SAID THAT MAIOR 
FACTOR IN MR. CARTER'S THINKING WAS PRESSURE THAT HAS 
BREN BROUGHT TO BEAR ON WHITE HOUSE BY EUROPEAN AT, I. IRS 
AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, CRITICAL OF REPORTED DECISION 
TO END NEUTRON BOMB PROGRAM. 'ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE 
ACCEPTABLE TO ENTIRE WESTERN ALLIANCE BECAUSE IT WILL 
LEAVE NUMBER OF OPTIONS OPEN,' SAID HIGH-RANKING ADMINIS 
TRATION OFFICIAL," BURT REPORTED. 

4. WALTER PINCUS OF WASHINGTON POST SAID "CARTER DECISION 
LEAVES IN DOUBT WHETHER NEUTRON WEAPONS WILL EVER BE 
BUILT BUT AVOIDS CANCELLATION OF PROGRAM." HE QUOTED 
SOURCES AS SAYING THERE WILL BE NO SPECIFIC PROPOSAL ON 
ARMS TRADEOFFS MADE TO SOVIET UNION AND NO TIME LIMIT FOR 
NEUTRON DEFERRAL. PINCUS SAID THESE SOURCES ADDED, HOW- 
EVER, THAT CONTINUED UPGRADING OF SOVIET OR WARSAW PACT 
FORCES ON NATO FRONT OR REFUSAL BY RUSSIANS TO ENTER INTO 
ANY PROPOSED FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS COULD TRIGGER ORDER TO 
BUILD NEUTRON SHELLS. ONE ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID 
"OPTION TO GO AHEAD IS REAL OPTION." ONE CARTER AIDE 
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OPTIMISTICALLY PUT IT, "MONKEY IS NOW ON SOVIET'S BACK." 

5. HENRY TREWHITT OF BALTIMORE SUN REPORTED THAT AMERI- 
CAN OFFICIALS SAY "THEY WILL BE WATCHING REACTION OF 
ALLIES AND ATTEMPTING TO REASSURE THEM ABOUT THE 
CONSTANCY OF U.S. LEADERSHIP. "IT'S ALL VERY WELL TO SAY 
ALLIES SHOULD HAVE LOBBIED FOR WARHEAD IF THEY WANTED 
IT," ONE REMARKED, "BUT IF WE ARE LEADING, WE HAVE TO 
LEAD DESPITE THEIR WAFFLING." "WE'LL SURVIVE ALL THIS," 

AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID. "I HOPE NO ONE 
MISIUDGES AND UNDERESTIMATES PRESIDENT. IT COULD GET 
VERY COLD OUT THERE IF THAT HAPPENS.'" 

6. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR EDITORIALLY SAID "CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION WINS NO BOUQUETS FOR MUDDLED WAY THIS 
WHOLE ISSUE HAS BEEN HANDLED. IT IS DISSERVICE TO CAUSE 
OF ATLANTIC UNITY THAT U.S. SHOULD NOW BE SEEN QUARREL- 
ING OR, AT LEAST, ACTING INDEPENDENTLY OF ITS WEST 
GERMAN AND OTHER NATO ALLIES. MR. CARTER APPEARS TO WANT 
EUROPEANS TO SHOULDER DECISION ABOUT NEUTRON BOMB IN 
ORDER TO PRESERVE HIS OWN IMAGE AS NUCLEAR DISARMER; IF 
SO, THAT IS LESS-THAN-HONEST POSITION." 

7. BERNARD WEINRAUB OF NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED THAT 
DEFENSE SECRETARY BROWN, IN TEN-PAGE SECRET MEMO TO 
PRESIDENT, EXPRESSED HIS WORRY ABOUT SOVIET BACKFIRE 
BOMBER. "OUR POLICY IN RECENT YEARS HAS BEEN NOT TO 
INVEST HEAVILY IN CONTINENTAL AIR DEFENSE ON GROUNDS THAT 
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IT MAKES LITTLE SENSE IN AN ERA WHEN WE ARE DEFENSELESS 
AGAINST ICBM'S AND SLBM’S," BROWN SAID IN MEMO THAT WAS 
OBTAINED BY NEW YORK TIMES. "HOWEVER, WE HAVE MAINTAINED 
MODEST FORCE DEDICATED TO AIR DEFENSE. THAT POLICY HAS 
BEEN LIKENED TO COAST GUARD OF AIR'-INTENTION BEING TO 
PREVENT OVERFLIGHT PROVOCATIONS AND FREE RIDES' WITHOUT 
REALLY ASPIRING TO SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE U.S. CASUALTIES 
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IN AN ALL-OUT ATTACK. ADVENT OF SOVIET BACKFIRE HAS 
CHANGED CHARACTER OF POSSIBLE THREAT." AS FIRST STEP IN 
COUNTERING THAT THREAT, WEINRAUB SAID BROWN WAS DIRECTING 
THAT 72 F-15 FIGHTERS FROM TACTICAL AIR COMMAND "BE MADE 
AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS." BROWN ALSO URGED PRESIDENT TO 
SUPPORT AN INCREASE IN U.S. "SMALL AND STATIC CIVIL 
DEFENSE PROGRAM." HE URGED ANNUAL INCREASE OF 50 MILLION 
DOLLARS YEARLY, AT LEAST UNTIL 1984, FOR CIVIL DEFENSE 
BUDGET, WHICH NOW RUNS AT ABOUT 100 MILLION ANNUALLY, 
WEINRAUB REPORTED. "AS YOU KNOW," BROWN SAID, "SOVIETS 
HAVE SHOWN GREAT INTEREST AND CONSIDERABLE ACTIVITY IN 
THIS FIELD. WHILE I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT EFFORT SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY ENHANCES PROSPECTS FOR SOVIET SOCIETY AS WHOLE 
FOLLOWING ANY FULL-SCALE NUCLEAR EXCHANGE, IT HAS 
OBVIOUSLY HAD AN EFFECT ON INTERNATIONAL PERCEPTIONS, 
PARTICULARLY IN CONTRAST TO OUR SMALL AND STATIC CIVIL 
DEFENSE PROGRAM. FOR THAT REASON ALONE, I BELIEVE AT 
LEAST MODEST EFFORTS ON OUR PART COULD HAVE A HIGH 
PAYOFF." VANCE UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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